Riverview Resident Herbert St. Goar Honored in St. Goar, Germany

by Sonia Young

When Mayor Walter Mallman of St.
Goar, Germany, received a copy of
Chattanoogan Herbert St. Goar’s re-
cent autobiography, Taking Stock Of
My Life, he immediately began to make
exciting plans, inviting St. Goar and his
wife, Maria, to visit the town where St.
Goar’s ancestors lived a few hundred
years ago. The longtime Riverview
couple accepted the invitation, plan-
ning their trip to coincide with the
town’s traditional annual fireworks
presentation, “The Rhine in Flames.”

When Herbert and Maria arrived in
Germany, they were surprised to learn
that Herbert was being honored at a
banquet, because his ancestors had
been prominent merchants in this

| Rhine River city almost two centuries
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Herbert & Maria St. Goar at Castle Rheinfels

‘ ago, and Herbert is a direct descendant

of Lazarus Wolf-St.Gear, who was
mayor of the town of St. Goar, from
April 9, 1800, until April 9, 1805. At a
festive dinner, the mayor presented his
Chattanooga guest with a “Plate of
Honor of St. Goar” and a detailed his-
tory of the St. Goar family they had
researched and put together in his
honor.

While in the city, the St. Goars
enjoyed the fireworks display, which
they viewed from a large boat, along
with officials of St. Goar and other
nearby towns. During his visit, St.
Goar visited the town whose name
his ancestors had adopted in the 17th
century, when they moved from St.
Goar to Frankfurt/Main. The town's
hospitality was very heartwarming,
according to the St. Goars.

Although his ancestors were from
St. Goar, Herbert was born in Ham-
burg, and lived there until he emi-
grated to the United States in 1938.
Hereturned to Germany during World
War II with the United States Armed
Forces, in which he served as Section
Chief of Intelligence for the Military
Government for Bavaria in Munich.
St. Goar served as President and CEO
of the Dixie Saving Stores, Inc. for 30
years, until his retirement in 1998.
He resides in Chattanooga with his
wife, Maria. Son, Edward, daughter-
in-law, Rebecca, and grandchildren,
Julia and Carl, also live in Chatta-
nooga, while daughter, Elisabeth,
and her family live in Greensboro,
North Carolina. Herbert St. Goar's
book Taking Stock Of My Life was
published in 2000.

AT EREANLAL NOREOME A > b - T H(TA yiﬁfﬁjé)
ZILICEHR U2 o sE, A IEH 200 FRIO TR Z B O E 5%,
E hT—D7 4 VAARE BEEIICHAENMTONIZHERTH D,



